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Ask us any questions or problems faced by you in the course of your
business. Our DISH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readers and subscribers.
Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, A Wing,3rd Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai – 400059.  or
Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

DISH DOCTOR

UNIFIED LICENSE FOR THE
TELECOM INDUSTRY
Q: Please shed some light on the Unified License
issued for the telecom industry.

Jaishankar Dubey,
Telecom Consultant, New Delhi

Ans.: Over the past  two decades,  the Indian
telecommunicat ions sector  has undergone a
revolutionary transformation with significant reforms
in licensing policies to
ref lect  technological
advancements  and
changing seven market
demands.  In the year
2013, Telecom licensing
in India underwent  a
major transformation with
the Implementation of the
“Unified License (UL)”
regime with vision of One
Nation -  One License
across  services  and
service areas, in which
there are  separate
l icenses for  different
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
services. In this regime,
telecom players can offer
all telecommunication
services under one license. Service authorization for
different telecom services is done separately under
UL. The guidelines4 for grant of UL ware issued on
19th August  2013 and modif ied guidel ines5
(comprehensive) were issued on 8th January 2014,
wherein spectrum allocation has been delinked from
the License and it has been mandated to obtain UL.
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mah%vapUNa- sauQaaraoM ko saaqa ek
ËaMitkarI pirvat-na Aayaa hO.vaYa-
2013 mao M Baart mao M TolaIka^ma
laa[saoMisaMga maoM ‘yaUinafa[D laa[saoMsa’
³yaUela´ vyavasqaa ko kayaa-nvayana
ko saaqa ek baD,a pirvat-na Aayaa¸
ijasamaoM saovaaAaoM AaOr saovaa xao~aoM maoM
ek raYT/–ek laa[saoMsa kI dRiYT
qaI¸ ijasamaoM ivaiBanna dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM
ko ilae Alaga–Alaga laa[saoMsa
hO M.[sa vyavasqaa ma o M dUrsa Mcaar
kMpinayaaM ek laa[saoMsa ko tht
saBaI dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM kI poSakSa
kr saktI hOM.yaUela ko tht
ivaiBanna dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM ko ilae
saovaa p`aiQakrNa Alaga sao ikyaa
jaata hO.19 Agast 2013 kao

jaarI yaUela vaoyar ko Anaudana ko ilae idSaainado-Sa 4 AaOr saMSaaoiQat
idSaainado-Sa 5³vyaapk´ 8 janavarI 2014 kao jaarI ikyaa gayaa qaa
ijasamaoM spo@T/ma AavaMTna kao laa[saoMsa sao Alaga kr idyaa gayaa hO AaOr [sao
yaUela p`aPt krnaa Ainavaaya- kr idyaa gayaa hO.

ekIkRt laa[saoMsa saovaavaar p`aiQakrNa p`dana krta hO¸ jahaM
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Unified License offers  service-wise
authorizations, where licensees establish networks and
use them to provide services. Hence, as per the
licensing regime under UL, the licensees
are envisaged to put  passive
infrastructure, active network elements
and provide services using them. Thus,
their role cuts across the infrastructure,
network,  and service layers .  The
licensees of UL establish the network,
maintain it, provide the service to the
subscribers, manage the tariff, billing,
QoS, customer care, etc.

Currently, in India, there are
players  that  operate  purely in
infrastructure layer.  They are
Infrastructure Provider -I (IP-I), who are
not under UL but are registered with
DoT. Infrastructure Providers came into
existence in the year 2000 when the
Department of Telecommunications (DoT) invited
applications for IP-I (Infrastructure Providers
Category-I) registrations and IP-II (Infrastructure
Providers Category-II) licenses. The scope of IP-I was
limited to providing passive assets such as Dark Fibre,
Right of Way, Duct space, and Tower on lease/ rent
out/ sale basis to licensees of telecom services on
mutually agreed terms and conditions. IP-II could
establish digital network, provide transmission
capacity, and could lease/ rent out/sell end to end
bandwidth to the other Licensees of Telecom Services.
From 13th August 2000 onwards, IP-II licenses were
issued by DoT and IP-II were required to pay license
fee. 

laa[saoMsaQaarI naoTvak- sqaaipt krto hOM AaOr saovaayaoM p`dana krnao ko ilae
]naka ]pyaaoga krto hOM.[sailae¸ yaUela ko tht laa[saoMisaMga vyavasqaa ko
Anausaar laa[saoMsaQaairyaaoM kao inaiYËya bauinayaadI Z,aMcao̧  saiËya naoTvak-

t%vaaoM kao rKnao AaOr ]naka ]pyaaoga krko saovaayaoM
p`dana krnao kI pirkpnaa kI gayaI hO.[sa p`kar¸
]nakI BaUimaka bauinayaadI Z,aMcao̧  naoTvak- AaOr saovaastraoM
maoM kTaOtI krtI hO.yaUela ko laa[saoMsaQaarI naoTvak-
sqaaipt krto hOM̧  [sao banaayao rKto hOM̧  ga`ahkaoM kao
saovaa p`dana krto hOM¸ TOirf¸ ibailaMga¸ @yaUAaoesa¸
ga`ahk saovaa Aaid ka p`baMQana krto hOM.

vat-maana maoM Baart maoM eosao iKlaaD,I hOM jaao
pUrI trh sao [MÍa^sT/@car laoyar maoM kama krto hOM.vao
[MÍa^sT/@car p`aovaa[Dr–1³IP-I´ hOM jaao yaUela ko
tht nahIM Aato¸ laoikna Da^T ko saaqa pMjaIkRt
hOM.[MÍasT/@car p`data¸ vaYa- 2000 maoM Aaist%va
maoM Aayaa¸ jaba dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga ³Da^T´ nao IP-I

³[MÍa^sT/@car p`data EaoNaI–I´ pMjaIkrNa AaOr IP-II –³[MÍa^sT/@car
p`data EaoNaI–II´ laa[saoMsa ko ilae Aavaodna AamaMi~t ikyaa.Aa[-pI–I
ka dayara parspirk $p sao sahmat inayamaaoM AaOr Satao-M pr dUrsaMcaar
saovaaAaoM ko laa[saoMsaQaairyaaoM kao laIjaÀikrayaa prÀibaËI ko AaQaar pr
Dak- fa[bar¸ ra[T Aa^f vao̧  D@T sposa AaOr Ta^var jaOsaI inaiYËya
saMpi<a p`dana krnao tk saIimat qaa.Aa[-pI–II iDijaTla naoTvak-
sqaaipt kr sakta hO̧  AaOr T/aMsaimaSana xamata p`dana kr sakta hO̧
AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM ko ilae Anya laa[saoMsaQaairyaaoM kao eMD–TU–eMD
baOMDivaD\qa laIjaÀikrayao prÀbaoca sakta hO.13 Agast 2000 sao
Aagao¸ dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga Wara Aa[-pI–II laa[saoMsa jaarI ikyao gae
AaOr Aa[-pI–II kao laa[saoMsa Saulk ka Baugatana krnaa AavaSyak
qaa. 
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